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November 17, 2020

Dear Honorable President-Elect Biden, Vice President-Elect Harris, and Members of the Presidential Transition
Team:

We, the undersigned group of environmental, social justice, sustainable agriculture, labor, animal welfare, public
health, family farmer, consumer advocacy, and anti-hunger organizations, are writing to respectfully urge you to
withdraw Heidi Heitkamp from consideration for U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary.

Heitkamp is the wrong choice for the USDA because she has aligned herself with corporate agribusiness at the
expense of family farmers, supports fossil fuel interests, and holds views that are out of step with the Democratic
Party and the majority of Americans.

Heitkamp has accepted tens of thousands of dollars in campaign donations from giant agribusiness companies
including Bayer-Monsanto, Archer Daniels Midland, Syngenta and Cargill.! She has raised $633,000 from the
fossil fuel industry— more than any other incumbent Senate Democrat during her two elections.? Heitkamp’s
history of receiving generous corporate donations coupled with her voting record is a strong indication that she
would prioritize the interests of corporate agribusiness giants over the needs of family farmers.

During her Senate term, Heitkamp led legislation that exacerbated concentration in the agriculture sector, eased
regulations on factory farms, and thwarted progress on combating climate change. She boasted about cutting $4
billion from SNAP in 2014.% In 2018, she helped lead negotiations on a Farm Bill that widened subsidy loopholes
for wealthy mega-farms and exacerbated concentration in agriculture.* She sponsored a Farm Bill amendment to
expand industry check-off marketing programs and voted against an amendment to make the programs more
transparent.® Independent farmers and ranchers have widely criticized the check-off programs as unfairly
benefiting the largest industrial agriculture companies.

Heitkamp’s environmental record and support of the fossil fuel industry should disqualify her from leading an
agency that is crucial to President-elect Biden’s bold plan to fight climate change. Heitkamp cosponsored
legislation to ease air quality regulations on factory farms and actively sought to weaken longstanding
conservation measures on subsidized agricultural lands.® She broke with the Democrats to support Trump’s EPA
nomination of Scott Pruitt and opposed GHG reduction measures widely supported by her party.’” She
cosponsored legislation that would roll back environmental regulations and expand drilling on public lands.® She
supported the Keystone and Dakota Access gas pipelines, against the wishes of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in
her state.® These actions earned her the second lowest lifetime rating from the League of Conservation Voters
among Democrats at the time she left office.1?

After losing her Senate race, she used leftover campaign funds to start an organization that urges Democrats to
move to the right on a range of issues, including climate change. The group is run out of a D.C. lobbying firm that
works on behalf of Big Pharma, Big Ag, Big Tech, and the fossil fuel industry.

Tapping Heitkamp for this position in the Biden Administration would enable the continuation of disastrous
Trump-era food and farm policies, jeopardize President-Elect Biden’s climate goals, and boost corporate
agribusiness at the expense of family farmers, frontline communities, the environment, hungry families, and
animal welfare. Instead, we urge the administration to select one of the many other highly qualified candidates —
including several women candidates and candidates of color —without ties to agribusiness and fossil fuels. We
also urge you to refrain from nominating any agribusiness or fossil fuel industry lobbyists and senior executives
or Members of Congress who have taken major campaign contributions from agribusiness or fossil fuel
companies, PACs, or lobbyists.

We need a USDA Secretary that we can fully trust to deliver a healthy, just, and sustainable food system.

Thank you for your consideration,
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