March 3, 2021
Re: eliminate the filibuster to protect frontline communities and the climate
Dear Leader Schumer,

The horrors of the last four years have exacerbated the toxic legacy of decades of environmental racism.
The waning days of the Trump administration revealed how fragile our democracy truly is and the need
for immediate action on the interlinked crises that threaten our communities, the nation and the entire
world.

On behalf of the climate justice movement, communities on the frontlines of climate change, and our
allied partners, we look to you to lead the rehabilitation of our institutions. That work must begin with
abolishing the filibuster. Action on the climate crisis in a way that centers environmental justice should
not be obstructed by a minority of Senators representing a minority of the country. Neither should
progress be blocked by an even smaller minority of fossil fuel executives who have profited off of
selecting as, and rendering disadvantaged communities into, sacrifice zones.

The climate crisis is already a daily reality for millions who reside in the United States — one that
disproportionately impacts environmental justice communities, who are subjected to heatwaves,
wildfires, rising seas, and increased threats to public health. They cannot afford to wait on a
supermajority in the Senate. The bold climate agenda we need is incompatible with a regular order that
subjects it to interdiction by an obstructive Senate minority.

Although we are optimistic about opportunities to pass some limited climate legislation using budget
reconciliation, the needs of this crisis go beyond the narrow scope of tax and spending. The deeper
reforms needed to phase-out fossil fuel production and protect the most vulnerable communities from
pollution and extraction all require systemic changes that reconciliation cannot deliver.

The Senate must be reformed first if meaningful climate justice is to follow. We are counting on you to
lead this effort.

Sincerely,
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