
September 4, 2024

Dear Members of Congress:

On behalf of ocean advocates from our 70 organizations, we urge you to oppose the egregious
giveaways to the oil and gas industry found in the Energy Permitting Reform Act of 2024. While
this bill includes important updates for the much-needed expansion of renewable energy, we are
alarmed by provisions that reverse recent progress for our ocean, climate, and communities. To
reach U.S. and global climate goals, our ocean must be a source of climate solutions, not climate
problems.

The ocean has absorbed nearly one-third of the carbon and 90% of the excess heat created by
greenhouse gas emissions. If not for the ocean, the average global temperatures on land would be
122°F, more than double the current average temperature. Because of this, however, the ocean is
hotter, more acidic, and less habitable for fish and wildlife. The past ten years have been the
hottest on record since at least the 1800s for the ocean, with 2023 and 2024 on track to shatter all
previous records. Climate change is changing the ocean’s basic chemistry, with ocean
acidification up 25% over the last 100 years, a pace faster than any known in history. Sea levels
are expected to rise up to a foot along the U.S. coastlines in the next 30 years, with damaging
flooding expected to occur more than 10 times as often as it does today.

Despite these serious impacts, the ocean also offers us powerful solutions to help us fight and
adapt to climate change. Recognizing the potential and the urgent need for action, the
Biden-Harris Administration developed America’s first Ocean Climate Action Plan and Ocean
Justice Strategy to drive a comprehensive ocean climate strategy and promote equitable decision
making across the federal government. Combined with new federal funding for scaling up
offshore wind, bolstering coastal resilience, and decarbonizing ports, the U.S. is poised to be a
global leader on ocean climate action.

The harmful provisions of the Energy Permitting Reform Act of 2024 threaten this
trajectory. Senators Manchin, Barrasso, and fossil fuel allies have crafted legislation that rolls
back historic ocean climate progress made under the Biden-Harris Administration. Unacceptable
provisions which would harm our ocean and our climate include:

● mandating offshore oil and gas lease sales totaling at least 60 million acres each year,
undermining the Biden-Harris Administration’s 2024-2029 Five Year Plan;

● requiring leasing in proposed critical habitat areas for the critically endangered Rice’s
whale;

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/ocean-heat-content-rises
https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/ocean-warming/#:~:text=The%20last%2010%20years%20were,the%20highest%20global%20sea%20level.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/climate/ocean-heat-records.html
https://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/understanding-science-ocean-and-coastal-acidification
https://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/understanding-science-ocean-and-coastal-acidification


● 90-day fast-tracking of approvals for liquefied natural gas (LNG) export approvals;
● weakening bedrock environmental laws, including community participation in federal

decision-making under the National Environmental Policy Act; and
● severely limiting judicial review of energy projects.

These giveaways to the oil and gas industry, which already owns 10.5 million acres of unused
leases in public waters, threaten our climate, environmental justice, sustainable coastal
economies, fisheries and wildlife. Letting the fossil fuel industry continue to exploit our public
waters results in increased emissions that fuel the climate crisis and perpetuate environmental
injustices. Offshore drilling brings more pipelines, more refineries, and more petrochemical
facilities, dumping even more pollution on frontline communities and exacerbating health
problems like cancer and asthma. For too long, Gulf of Mexico communities have borne the
unfair burden of fossil fuel infrastructure and associated health impacts in their neighborhoods.
Long considered acceptable sacrifices to the fossil fuel industry, these communities were
sacrificed yet again as a result of the Inflation Reduction Act’s provision linking new leasing for
offshore wind to more offshore oil and gas leasing. This cannot continue, and would continue
with this bill as written.

While we support portions of this bill which would reduce emissions, policies to address the
climate crisis should never be tied to fossil fuel giveaways and we respectfully ask Congress to
work towards alternative legislative pathways to advance clean energy. If Congress wants to
expedite responsible permitting and continue to position the U.S. as a leader to leverage the
ocean as a source of climate solutions, Congress must pass robust budgets for agencies that
review and permit projects and focus on solutions that prioritize community input, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and promote the rapid and just phaseout of fossil fuels.

At COP28, the U.S. joined a historic global agreement to transition away from fossil fuels. This
transition must begin at home, on our public lands and waters. It has never been more clear that
the time to cut emissions from offshore oil and gas development is right now. We urge you to
protect our ocean, climate, and communities by rejecting the egregious provisions in the Energy
Permitting Reform Act of 2024–instead working toward a future where our ocean is a source of
climate solutions.

Sincerely,
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https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/oil-gas-energy/leasing/Lease%20stats%207-1-24.pdf
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