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EXPLANATION OF POINTS..,. 

In May, 2018, Costco released a pollinator health policy that 

encourages suppliers of fruits, vegetables, and live goods/plants to 

phase out use of neonicotinoid and chlorpyrifos pesticides. The policy 

encourages use of least-toxic approaches stating, "We support the use 

of Integrated Pest Management (1PM) strategies and other creative 

solutions for the use of least toxic alternatives," and encourage 

suppliers to "limit the use of all non-essential chemicals and to utilize 

eco-friendly methods of pest or disease control." The pol icy also 

encourages suppliers to avoid regrettable substitution, or the 

replacement of one hazardous pesticide with another, and it provides a 

comprehensive list of potential regrettable substitutes that have been 

identified as acutely toxic to pollinators. Costco's pollinator health 

policy also states that the company supports and encourages the 

growth of the organic industry. On its Environmental Impacts & Land 

Stewardship webpage, the company states that it continues to expand 

organic offerings. 

Costco's pollinator health policy does not include any timebound or 

measurable commitments to phase out pesticides of concern or 

expand the adoption of least-toxic practices in company food and 

beverage supply chains. 

Commitment to reduce pesticide use 

6 out of 15 points 

Avoiding regrettab le substitutes 

5 out of 5 points 

Commitment to least-toxic approaches in non-organic supply chains 

1 out of 10 points 

Commitment to organic 

S out of 15 points 
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EXPLANATION OF POINTS,... 

EXPLANATION OF POINTS 

Costco, via its partnership with the Equitable Food Initiative (EFI), 

received credit for a pilot-scale commitment to track pesticide use in 

its supply chain and to support growers to shift to !east-toxic 

approaches. On Costco's Environmental Impacts & Land Stewardship 

webpage, the company states that as of November, 2019, 16 Costco 

suppliers are partnering with the Equitable Food Initiative on 33 






