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Pollinator Health Policy

17 Out Of 45 Points

EXPLANATION OF POINTS

In May, 2018, Cestce released a pollinator health policy that
enceurages suppliers of fruits, vegetables, and live goods/plants te
phase out use of neenicotineid and chlerpyrifos pesticides. The policy
encourages use of least-toxic approaches stating, “We support the use
of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies and ether creative
solutiens fer the use of least texic alternatives,” and enceurage
suppliers to “limit the use of all nen-essential chemicals and te utilize
ece-friendly metheds of pest er disease contrel.” The pelicy alse
enceurages suppliers to avoid regrettable substitutien, or the
replacement of one hazardous pesticide with anether, and it provides a
cemprehensive list of potential regrettable substitutes that have been
identified as acutely toxic te pollinaters. Cestce’s pollinator health
pelicy also states that the cempany supports and encourages the
grewth of the erganic industry. On its Environmental Impacts & Land
Stewardship webpage, the company states that it centinues to expand

organic efferings.

Costco’s pellinator health policy dees not include any timebeund er
measurable commitments te phase out pesticides of cencern or
expand the adeptien ef least-toxic practices in cempany feod and

beverage supply chains.

Commitment to reduce pesticide use
6 out of 15 paints

Avoiding regrettable substitutes
5 out of Spoints.

Commitment to least-toxic approaches in non-organic supply chains

1 out of 10 points

Commitment to organic
5 out of 15 points

Implementation

23.5 Out Of 90 Points

EXPLANATION OF POINTS

EXPLANATION OF POINTS

Costco, via its partnership with the Equitable Foed Initiative (EFI),
received credit for a pilot-scale cemmitment to track pesticide use in
its supply chain and te support grewers te shift te least-toxic
approaches. On Cestco’s Environmental Impacts & Land Stewardship
webpage, the company states that as of November, 2019, 16 Costco
suppliers are partnering with the Equitable Feed Initiative on 33



certified operations employing nearly 30,000 werkers. In addition to
labor and food safety standards, EFI certification also requires an
implemented integrated pest management {IPM) plan that includes a
stepped approach starting with biological controls followed by cultural,
physical, and finally chemical responses, EFl growers also use the
Pesticide Risk Tool {PRT) developed by the IPRM Institute ta track all
pesticide applications. The Pesticide Risk Tool tracks total pounds of
pesticides used and also helps growers identify high risk uses of
pesticides to reduce. Costoo states that EFI is in year one of a five-year
partnership with The IPM Institute to aggregate and analyze pesticide
use data.

In 20720, Costco reported ta Friends of the Earth that the majority of
cocoa and coffee sold are either certified fair trade or organic. Cocoa is
certified under the Sassandra program, which uses the Rainforest
Alliance criteria for pesticides. Rainforest Alliance reguires integrated
pest management and prohibits use of pollinator-toxic pesticides
including fiprenil and neonics (imidacloprid, clothianidin,
thiamethoxam) and includes requirements to mitigate the risk of 166
pesticides known to pose harm to workers, pollinators, wildlife and
aquatic life, including glyphosate, chlorpyrifos, diazinon, and
malathion, Coffee is certified by Fair Trade International which
promotes integrated pest management and restricts use of hazardous
pesticides including necnics (clothianidin, imidacloprid,
thiamethaxam, acetamiprid), glyphosate, and chlorpyrifos.

In 2016, business analysts reported that Costco'’s organic sales
exceaded $4 billion, up from $3 billion the previous year. Costoo's
wehsite states that organic offerings comprise 33% of produce sales,
and the company reported organic produce data to Friends of the
Earth. Costco reparts helping to incentivize the transition Lo organic
production via multi-year commitments to growers during and after
transition.

There is soms evidenca that Costoo has taken steps

support the
expansion of organic farming in the LS. In 2016, it was reported that
Costco was working with Mebraska ranchers to transition land to
arganic production, although there have been no public updates since
then. Costco states on its website, “Where it makes sense, we work
with suppliers and growers to support the cenversion of conventianal
supplies to organic.” To ensure that this important practice helps close
the gap between rising demand for organic food in the U.S. and our
farmers’ ability to meet that demand, Friends of the Earth encourages
Costco to specify what actions the company is taking to support the
growth of organic agriculture in the U5,

Costco has not measurably reduced pesticide use inits supply chain.
Costco does not publicly demonstrate advocacy for public policies
aimed at reducing agricultural pesticide use, protecting pollinators
inthe U5,

and supporting the expansion of organic agricultu

Track pesticide use in supply chain
3 out of 10 points
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tize least-toxic approaches in non-organic supply chains

Prioritize USDA certified organic

0.5 out of 25 paints

Suppert domestic organic growers
5 out of 15 points

Support public policies

0 out of 5 points

Transparency & Accountability

16 Out Of 21 Points

EXPLAMNATION OF POINTS

Costeo’s pollinator health pelicy is publicly available on the company’s
website. The policy encourages produce and live goods suppliers to
transition away from necnicotinoid and chlorpyrifos pesticides and
includes a commitment to continue to grow organic offerings. Costco
has educational content online about pesticides and organic food
farming, including a clear definition of USDA certified organic and
information on the value to pollinator and human health of decreasing

use af toxic pesticides and expanding arganic offerings.

Costco does not appear to include reduction of pesticides of concern
to pollinators and human health or expansion of organic offerings in
company Kay Performance Indicators or other formal sustainability

criteria,



Make policies and itments publicly
6 out of B points

Oversight

0 out of § points

Educate consumers
0 out of 10 points

Collaboration

5 Out Of 10 Points

EXPLANATION OF POINTS -

Costco has communicated with Friends of the Earth in the past year.
Costco has not briefed Friends of the Earth on meaningful action the
company has taken on pesticides and pollinator protection in the past
Lhres yaars,

Complimentary Home & Garden Policies

9 Out Of 9 Points
EXPLAMATION OF POINTS -

In hay, 2018, Costeo released a pollinator health pelicy that
encouragas suppliers of fruits, vegetables, and live goods/plants to
phase out use of neonicotinoid and chlorpyrifos pesticides. In 2019,
Costco made a decision to no longer sell products containing
glyphasate in any store locations worldwide. In 2020, Costco confirmed
with Friends of the Earth that the company had also removed products
containing necnicotinoids from its U.S. locations, Costco reports that
it now sells a number of organic and alternative gardening products to
provide customers with least-toxic options,

Policy for live goods
4 out of 4 points

Policy for helf icide prod
5 put of 5 peints

Bonus Points

0 Out Of 40 Points

EXPLANATION OF POINTS -



