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Summary Of Whole Foods* Grade 

Pollinator Health Policy 

30 Out Of 45 Points 

EXPLANATION OF POINTS..., 

In December 2023, Whole Foods Market released a written, publicly 

available pollinator health policy that requires 100% of fresh produce 
and floral suppliers to adopt ecological farming methods called 

integrated pest management (1PM), as verified by a vetted list of third­
party certifiers, by 2025. The policy includes a clear definition of 1PM as 

a system that "prioritizes cultural, physical, and mechanical measures 
for pest prevention. Only when these measures are not fully effective 

should chemical pest control materials be used." The policy also 
requires all suppliers of potted plants to eliminate use of 

nitroguanidine neonicotinoids and encourages fresh produce and floral 
suppliers to phase out use. The policy recognizes organic agriculture as 

protective of pollinator health as a system that "prohibits many 
harmful, persistent pesticides." Whole Foods could expand its policy by 

setting measurable, timebound goals for reducing pesticides of 
concern in produce and other food supply chains and by including 

language on the importance of avoiding regrettable substitutes and a 
list of common regrettable substitutes for neonics. Whole Foods 

Market reports that it has met and exceeded Friends of the Earth's ask 
to increase certified organic food and beverages to more than 15 

percent of overall offerings or sales by 2025. 

Whole Foods Markets' policy does not include any timebound or 

measurable commitments to phase out pesticides of concern in its 







EXPLORE 

About Us 

News 

Whole Foods Market has communicated with Friends of the Earth in 
the past year and has briefed Friends of the Earth about meaningful 

action the company has taken related to the criteria covered by this 
scorecard in the past three years 

Complimentary Home & Garden Policies 

9 Out Of 9 Points 

EXPLANATION OF POINTS..., 

Whole Foods Market confirmed with Friends of the Earth that the 
company does not sell any home & garden products containing 

neonicotinoids or glyphosate. 

Whole Foods Market has made a public commitment to phase out use 

of neonicotinoids in potted plants. 

Policy for live goods 
4 out of 4 points 

Policy for on-shelf pesticide products 
5 out of 5 points 

Bonus Points 

5 Out Of 40 Points 

EXPLANATION OF POINTS..., 

Whole Foods' pollinator health policy includes a clear timeline of 2025 
as the target for produce suppliers to achieve third-party certification 

for Integrated Pest Management (1PM). 

*Although Amazon acquired Whole Foods in 2017, we graded these companies separately given that 
Whole Foods still maintains distinct policies and a substantially different business model. As of 
September, 2021, 502 of Amazons' 538 brick-and-mortar grocery locations are Whole Foods stores. 
The remainder are Amazon Go and Amazon Fresh stores. 
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